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HISTORICAL NOTE 
 

 The involvement of lay people in the spirit and life of Don Orione and his Little Work of 
Divine Providence, which has today become the Orionine Lay Movement, has solid 
historical roots and responds to a clear sensitivity and wish of the Founder. 

 It should be recorded that the young seminarian Orione, in 1890, belonged to two lay 
associations, the Conference of St. Vincent de Paul and the Mutual Help Society “San 
Marziano”. 

 His first little college of “San Bernardino” (1893) was founded as the “Paternal College” 
(Convitto Paterno) because it was the initiative of an association of “Fathers”, and was 
run by Don Orione with the help of willing lay helpers. 

 Again at the beginning of the foundation of the Little Work, in 1899, in Turin, Don 
Orione launched the plan of the first female Association: “Around all our institutions 
the Ladies of Divine Providence should be founded, a great association where all are 
united in the field of charity with one mind of self-denial and sacrifice”. 

 It is surprising to discover that Don Orione, already in the hand-written Constitutions 
of 1904, foresaw a form of consecration for lay people “who desire with their whole 
heart to reach perfection, and who would be willing to make vows, if they were 
permitted to do so”.  As soon as the Church gave canonical recognition to Secular 
Institutes in 1947, it was a duty and a joy to follow through that desire of the Father 
with what would become The Orionine Secular Institute. 

 Don Orione had a vision of the Former Pupils” as apostles”, many of whom, involved in 
civil life, continued to be, as laymen, an active part of the Orionine Family.  Through 
personal correspondence and by constituting them as an Association (1934), he 
nurtured their permanent involvement in the life and ideals of the Little Work. 

 The Founder’s ability to look after the Friends is well known, for he saw in them true 
disciples and co-operators.  In his habit of relating to people, he guided, formed and 
used them in works of charity, helping them to have an apostolic consciousness.  He 
involved them directly, sometimes permanently, in his Congregation’s activities and 
encouraged them in those of their own state of life or profession.  They were 
established as an Association in 1940. 

 In addition to these initiatives of the Founder with lay people, after his death (12th 
March 1940) there followed many others, of his disciples, which were helped by the 
gradual change in social conditions and understanding of the Church. 

 The development of the Orionine Lay Movement (Movimento Laicale Orionino), as it is 
now understood, that is, as one, diversified but coordinated, organised, autonomous 
reality, whose identity is the charism of Don Orione, in communion with the whole 
Little Work of Divine Providence, has a recent history.   

 Its origin is clearly identifiable in Motion 11 of the 1992 General Chapter of the Sons of 
Divine Providence and of the Little Missionary Sisters of Charity (1993): “In order to 
promote among all the Confreres and in the various sectors of the activities of the 



3 

 

Congregation, the fulfilment of the Church’s directives regarding the vocation and role 
of lay people (cf. Apostolicam actuositatem, Christifideles laici and others) the 
Government is asked to form a plan of initiatives aimed at reaching the objectives of 
promoting the vocation and role of lay people”. 

 After two years dedicated to getting to know the situation and study of the reality of 
lay people who live within the Don Orione reality in the different nations, the Superior 
General sent a letter to all the Sons of Divine Providence, a “Manifesto Letter” (18-12-
1995) to launch the Orionine Lay Movement (Movimento Laicale Orionino).  This was 
followed immediately by a similar letter of the Superior General of the Little 
Missionary Sisters of Charity which committed them to the same path. 

 With the united involvement of the male and female religious and lay people, the 
local, territorial and general units started working.  At Rocca di Papa (9th-12th October 
1997), the first International Convention of the OLM, which gave life and creativity to 
the Movement, took place.  That event, which was encouraged by a special Message 
from the Pope, can be considered the official birthday of the Movement.  The 11th 
General Chapter of the Sons of Divine Providence (1998) and the 9th General Chapter 
of the LMSC (1999) gave a further impulse to the growth of the OLM. 

 After the phase of the first establishment of the OLM, The Charter of Communion was 
prepared and approved at the second International Convention (Claypole, 7th-13th 
October 2002), and subsequently approved by the religious Superiors.  This contains 
the guidelines of formation and organisation which give sure indications for the 
growth of the OLM, in its diverse nations, cultures, categories, types of groups and 
activities. 

 In harmony with the Charter of Communion, the growth and the structures of the OLM 
have been continuously being formed in the different nations of Orionine presence.  
Within the OLM and with the encouragement of the religious Superiors General, the 
canonical recognition of the OLM was judged to be timely and appropriate, both to 
consolidate the identity and the internal unity of the Movement and to insert it better 
into the communion and pilgrimage of the Church.  After a careful journey of 
consultation, discernment and decision among all the components of the OLM and in 
communion with the Orionine Charismatic Family, the present Statute was prepared.  
On this basis canonical recognition of the OLM as a Public Association of Lay Faithful 
was asked of the Congregation for Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life 
(CIVCVSA). 
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1. NATURE AND AIM 
 

Art. 1 – The Orionine Lay Movement (OLM) is formed of lay faithful who, in their 
particular situations and states of life, want to live and transmit the charism of Don 
Orione in the world, in communion with the Orionine Family, with the commitment of 
growing in the practice of “charity which restores all, builds up all and unites all in 
Christ and in his Church”1and sharing in the mission of “Instaurare omnia in Christo” 
(Ephesians 1:10). 
 
Art. 2 – The Orionine Lay Movement is a public association of lay faithful which the 
Apostolic See (CIVCVSA), by approving its Statute, has recognised it as part of the 
religious institutes of pontifical right of the Sons of Divine Providence and the Little 
Missionary Sisters of Charity. 
 
Art. 3 – In harmony with the plan of Don Orione to “renew and unite in Jesus Christ 
humanity and society, by bringing to the Church and to the Pope the heart of the little 
ones, the poor and the working classes”2, the specific aim of the OLM is to promote 
the spiritual spreading of the Orionine Family beyond the visible limits of the Little 
Work of Divine Providence, by deepening its lay charismatic characteristics, so as to 
bring about its specific mission in the Church and in the world more effectively.3  This 
aim is achieved by promoting, animating and forming its members in the charism, 
while respecting the history and forms of participation of each4 
 
Art. 4 – The Orionine Lay Movement recognises its unity, though its origin and 
charism, with the Family of the Little Work of Divine Providence.  Whilst having its own 
identity, it lives the same charism in communion with all the branches: the Sons of 
Divine Providence (FDP), the Little Missionary Sisters of Charity (PSMC), and the 
Orionine Secular Institute (ISO). 
 
Art. 5 – Head Office of the Movement is in Rome, where the General Headquarters of 
the Congregations of the Sons of Divine Providence, the Little Missionary Sisters of 
Charity and the Orionine Secular Institute are.  The address is Via Cavour, 238, 00184 
Roma, Italy. 
 

                                                
1 Cf. Scritti di Don Orione (quoted as “Scritti”) 61, 153. 
2 Cf. Scritti 8, 209; 59, 21-52; AA.VV. In the Footsteps of Don Orione, Formation in the charism manual, 

Sons of Divine Providence, UK 2002 (quoted as In the Footsteps) p. 143 and 233-235. 
3 Cf. Message of John Paul II to the Orionine Lay Movement, 7th October 1997, n.3 AA.VV. Laici con Don 

Orione, Movimento Laicale Orionino, Roma 1998, (quoted as Laici con Don Orione) pp. 5-7. 
4
 Cf. Charter of Communion art. 3. 
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2.  MEMBERS 
 
Art. 6 – Members of the Orionine Lay Movement are all those lay people who belong 
to Orionine groups5 or individuals, who basing their lives on the Gospel, want to live 
and transmit the charism of Don Orione in the world, in communion with the Orionine 
Family. 
 
Art. 7 – Those lay people who belong to groups, or individual lay people, are members 
of the OLM who, inspired by the charism of Don Orione and nourished in the 
charismatic Orionine Family and having made the appropriate request, are admitted6 
by the competent Unit, according to the criteria of Orionine7 and Ecclesial8 spirit, 
profess the formula of adhesion, as laid down by to the Internal Rules. 
 
Art. 8 – The Oblates are those members of the OLM who intend to live a special 
spiritual, apostolic and Orionine consecration.  Besides the present Statute they follow 
the guidelines for Oblate groups and commit themselves before God with the 
promised of evangelizing charity”. 
 
Art. 9 – All those lay people who desire to nourish their Christian commitment on the 
spirituality of Don Orione and participate in the initiatives of the OLM and the Orionine 
Family are recognised as Supporters. 
 
Art. 10 – Members are free to leave the Association at any time by means of a written 
communication to the person in charge of the Local Unit. 
Anyone who does not respect the Statute, ecclesiastical law or who publicly 
contradicts the identity of the Orionine lay person can be dismissed.  After having 
listened to the person concerned, it is up to the Local Unit to judge and dismiss in 
charity, justice and impartiality 
 
3 – SPIRITUALITY 
 
Art. 11 – Orionine lay people are called to live their vocation with the commitment to 
participate in the three-fold dimension of Christ, Priest, Prophet and King.  They 
experience the situations of the present-day world: The faithful, and especially lay 

                                                
5 By the term “groups” is meant those Orionine groups/associations which were formed with a particular aim 

(Former-Pupils, Friends, Young People, Volunteers, Prayer, and Solidarity etc.).  In the Internal Rules it will 

be stated that the local groups will be admitted to the Local Unit (with the approval of the Territorial Unit) 

and the territorial groups will be admitted to the Territorial Unit (with the approval of the General Unit). 
6 Those groups which already exist (e.g. Former Pupils, Friends of Don Orione, Orionine Youth Movement, 

Orionine Volunteer Movement, Oblates etc) will be listed as members at the moment of canonical 

recognition, without the need for further admission procedures. 
7 Cf. Charter of Communion Ch. II Inspiring Values. 
8
 Cf. Apostolic Exhortation Christifideles Laici, n.30. 



6 

 

people, are in the very front line of the Church.  Through them the Church is the heart 
of human society.  For this reason, they in particular must have the clear conviction not 
only of belonging to the Church but of being the Church”.9   
            They respond to the call to holiness in their state of life through personal 
prayer, putting into practice the Word of God, the sacraments and service to the poor: 
We must be holy, but holy in such a way that our holiness does not belong only to the 
worship of the faithful, nor is just in Church, but should rise above and spread in society 
such a powerful light, such a life of love of God and human beings, so that we are, 
more than saints of the Church, saints of the people and of the health of society”.10 
 

Art. 12 - They acknowledge as distinctive features of their spirituality the commitment to 
charity, which alone will save the world;11 active confidence in Divine Providence, love for 
the Eucharist, for Jesus crucified, for the Virgin, the Church and the Pope. Enhancement 
and respect for people, with a particular care for the poorest of the poor, the 
marginalized, the lowest; the spirit of evangelical poverty and our own personal emphasis 
on poverty; the missionary spirit and the love for ecumenical unity; the optimism in our 
faith, joy, humility, simplicity, hope, a spirit of sharing and a capacity to work hard; 
initiative, willingness and promptness for new horizons.12 
 
 
4. MISSION 
 
Art. 13 – Orionine lay people fulfil their vocation by “searching for the Kingdom of God 
by engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them to the plan of God”,13being 
“bearers of unfailing faith and trust in Divine Providence”14and “involving themselves 
in the social situation in order to promote the civil and religious progress of 
humanity”.15  This is shown in choices of personal and group formation, in the 
commitment and witness within the Church and civil community. 
 
Art. 14 – They commit themselves to be humanising and evangelising instruments of 
culture, in family and civil life, by participating actively in popular, political and cultural 
movements in order to promote the dignity of the human person and transform life in 
society.   
 

                                                
9 The expression of Pius XII is used again in Christifideles laici, n.9. 
10 Nel nome della Divine Provvidenza, p.142. 
11 Letters I, p.180f.; cf. in the Footsteps of Don Orione pp.263-265 
12 For a global and detailed presentation of the characteristic aspects of the spirituality of an Orionine person 

see  AA.VV. In the Footsteps of Don Orione, Formation in the charism manual, Sons of Divine Providence, 

UK 2002 (quoted as In the Footsteps) 
13 Lumen Gentium, 31 
14 Letters I, p. 205 
15

 Letters I, p.200 
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Art. 15 – Aware that “charity unites in Christ and in the Church”;16 they commit 
themselves to be builders of unity and communion in Christ through the spiritual and 
corporal works of charity. They grow in knowledge and love for the Church: 
1. by studying the teaching of the Church and making know its documents; 
2. by actively participating in parish, diocesan and universal life and projects, 
3. by promoting ecumenism and interreligious dialogue; 
4. by following Don Orione in his apostolic and charitable courageousness, so as to 

enable all people to experience the Providence of God and the motherhood of the 
Church. 

 
Art. 16 – The lay people of the OLM aim: 
1. to encourage communication and communion of all lay Christians – those 

associated as well as those not associated – among themselves and with the 
Orionine Family; 

2. to offer in a spirit of fraternal volunteering their specific gift of secularity and 
service of training and common initiatives, above all by means of participation in 
secretariats and training activities; 

3. to represent the lay people in a united way, as part of the Orionine Family, in their 
internal and external relations with the Little Work of Divine Providence.; 

4. to work for the unity and vitality of the Orionine Family, accompanying, 
encouraging  and educating those lay people who have come to know the Little 
Work, who feel attracted to it or who share the life-style of the Founder, even 
without belonging to any particular association or group; 

5. to prepare leaders who can give continuity to the activities carried out by the lay 
people, so that the Orionine charism moves on in time; 

6. together with the male and female religious, to accompany the lay staff of the 
Orionine institutions, by encouraging them and educating them in the human, 
spiritual and charismatic aspects; 

7. to be instruments of communion among lay people who form the parish 
communities and human developmental, social, educative and missionary 
activities.  

 
5 – FORMATION 
 
Art. 17 – Every member of the OLM will be committed to a journey of continuous and 
complete formation in order to live their vocation and to give witness to the Gospel in 
an efficient manner.  This should help each member to grow in the human, spiritual, 
doctrinal, social and professional dimensions according to the Orionine charism, so as 
to bring about a strict unity in them between their belonging to the Church and being 
a citizen of the world.17  In this journey of formation the individual members of the 

                                                
16 Cf. Scritti 61, 153 
17

 Cf. Christifideles laici 59. 
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OLM and the Units at various levels will make use of the cooperation of male or female 
Orionine religious as Spiritual Assistant. 
 
Art. 18 – The detailed and essential contents of formation in the Orionine charism are 
as follows: 
1. profound respect for the human person: “Serve the Son of Man in men”;18 
2. education in universal charity, with attention to the “very poorest of the poor”: “to 

do good to all, to do good always, harm to no-one”; 19  
3. sense of belonging to the Church and to the Pope: “let no-one outdo us in love with 

all our strength for the Pope and the Church, let no-one outdo us in love, devotion 
and generosity towards Mother Church and the Pope”;20 

4. ecumenical commitment: “it belongs to our institute to help, in its smallness, the 
action of Divine Providence in leading souls and human institutions to take their 
place within the Church...dedicating themselves with every effort and sacrifice in 
charity, to arrive at the union of the separated Churches”;21 

5. trust in Divine Providence, which leads to living the spirit of poverty: “Perfect joy 
only exists in complete dedication of oneself to God and to men”;22 

6. devotion to Our Lady: “To Jesus, the Holy Father and Souls through Our Lady”.23 
 
      
 Art. 19 – Formation Plan 
       The contents of the Orionine charism will be communicated through the Formation 
Plan, thus:      

1. deepening the knowledge of the Founder, the Family Saints and the life of the 
Little Work of Divine Providence; 

2. sharing of moments of Orionine life, Family celebrations, and charitable activities, 
pilgrimages to Orionine places, times of prayers, formation meetings and 
recollection days of the Orionine Family.   

 
 
6 – ORGANISATION 
 
 Art. 20 – The link of unity for the OLM is adherence to the charism of Don Orione.  The 
Movement has its roots and is spread in a territory and works at local level with its own 
activities cooperating with other parts of the Orionine Family in activities run by them.  
In order to fulfil its own identity and mission it acts with a simple organised structure.  The 
organisation is structured into local units, l territorial units and the general unit.24 

                                                
18 Nel nome della Divina Provvidenza, p.141. 
19 Nel nome della Divine Provvidenza, p.108; Scritti, 61, 170; 46, 116; 62, 99c. 
20 Letters I, pp. 60-61; cf. In the footsteps pp.207-220. 
21 Scritti 52,10; 112,41 
22 In the footsteps p. 136 
23 Scritti 103,112. 
24

 Cf. Charter of Communion, 20. 
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Units have their respective local, national and general chairpersons. 
 
Art. 21 – The Units at each level will take particular care to relate to the Orionine Youth 
Movement (OYM).25 
 
Art. 22 – Local Unit 
 
This is the basic structure of a locality which carries out functions of animation, formation 
and communication among the various local groups and sympathisers, coordinating them 
and liaising with the other church and civil bodies.26 
It is composed of representatives elected from the members of the OLM in a locality, 
according to the Internal Rules.  Orionine religious are present among them as Spiritual 
Assistants.  It works by means of unit meetings and wider assemblies.27 
 
Art. 23 – Duties of the Local Unit 
 
The duties of the Local Unit are: 
1. to admit new members; 
2. to maintain and develop the spiritual and apostolic identity by means of formation 

meetings, days of spirituality, retreats, pilgrimages and propagating Orionine material; 
3. to encourage participation in moments of the spiritual life of the religious 

communities28 and in other activities so as to increase the family spirit; 
4. to encourage an exchange of experiences among Orionine lay people so as to increase 

the Orionine spirit among the participants; 
5. to organise at least once a year a meeting of all the Orionine lay groups present in its 

locality; 
6. to elect its own Coordinator and Vice and appoint the members of the secretarial 

office as explained in the Internal Rules. 
 
Art. 24 –  Territorial Unit 
 
It is made up of the Coordinators of the Local Units of a particular nation; its members 
include the Provincial Councillors responsible for the OLM (FDP & PSMC) as Spiritual 
Assistants.  It operates by means of unit meetings and wider assemblies.29 
 

                                                
25 Progetto orionino di pastorale giovanile - vocazionale n.126, n. 140, n. 141, n. 142. 
26 Cf. Charter of Communion, 21. 
27 In these wider assemblies other members of OLM and representatives of associations present in the locality 

can participate. 
28 Cf. Charter of Communion, 14 
29 In these wider assemblies other members of the OLM and representatives of associations present in the 

nation can participate. 



10 

 

 
Art. 25 – Duties of the l Territorial Unit 
 
The duties of the Territorial Unit are: 
1. to give life to the OLM in the  territory; 
2. to see to the preparation of educational tools to deepen the common features of 

identity and action; 
3. to attend to formation by means of meetings, a study centre and a team of religious 

and lay people who prepare literature and formation ideas; 
4. to organise an annual retreat for lay people, and also together with other members of 

the Orionine Family; 
5. to plan an annual event of the Family with all the lay groups of the nation; 
6. to be available to participate and cooperate in the meetings of Religious (Chapters, 

Assemblies, Meetings of Superiors etc.)  and offer their contribution for the good of 
the Religious Province;30   

7. to elect its own Coordinator and Vice, from a list of candidates, formed after 
consultation among the local Units and approved by the FDP and PSMC Provincial 
Superiors; 

8. to appoint the members of the  territorial secretarial office as prescribed in the 
Internal Regulations; 

9. to interpret and give directives regarding the application of the norms of the Statute in 
its own nation. 

 
Art. 26 – General Unit 
 
It is made up of the Territorial Units. Present within it are the General Councillors 
responsible for the OLM (FDP & PSMC) as Spiritual Assistants. 
The General Unit meets in an Ordinary Assembly every three years and in an Extraordinary 
Meeting whenever the Coordinator General considers it necessary or at the request of 
two thirds of the General Unit.  It must be convened three months before, or in urgent 
circumstances, one month before its celebration by means of a legally valid 
communication. 
 
Art. 27 – Powers of the General Unit 
 
The powers of the General Unit gathered in Assembly are: 
1. to elect its own Coordinator and Vice-Coordinator, from a list of candidates chosen 

from the National Units, complied after consultation and confirmation by the 
Superiors General FDP & PSMC; 

2. to appoint members of the Secretarial Office; 
3. to administer the assets of the Movement; 
4. to lay down the guidelines for the preparation of the three-yearly formation plan; 

                                                
30

 Cf. Charter of Communion, 22. 
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5. to approve the proposals of the Secretarial Office: 
a. the three-year plan of activities; 
b. the documents for the implementation of the Statute and the life of the 

Movement; 
c. the budget of income and expenditure and the financial accounts; 

6. to decide on matters of a general nature and on questions raised by the Coordinator 
General or by the Territorial Coordinators; 

7. to participate if invited, with at least one member, in the meetings of the General 
Councils of the FDP, PMSC and ISO; 

8. to interpret and give particular directives on the implementation of the articles of the 
Statute at the general level.  

 
Art. 28 – The Coordinator General 
 
The Coordinator General is in charge of the OLM, promotes its unity and presides over the 
General Unit. 
His powers are: 
1. to convene the Assembly of the General Unit and to guide its work; 
2. to propose plans, initiatives and decisions aimed at ensuring the development of the 

OLM to the Assembly of the General Unit; 
3. to take, in case of need, extraordinary actions and communicate them quickly to the 

members of the General Unit; 
4. to keep in active contact with the Secretarial Office and to take part in at least one of 

its meetings per year; 
5. to be the OLM representative to civil and ecclesiastical bodies and to the Orionine 

Family.  In case of absence or inability, the Coordinator General is substituted by the 
Vice-Coordinator or by a Territorial Coordinator. 

 
Art. 29 – Spiritual Assistants General 
 
The Spiritual Assistants of the OLM are the General Councillor of the FDP and the General 
Councillor of the PSMC with responsibility for the OLM.  They participate in the meetings 
of the General Unit and the Secretarial Office. 
Their duties are: 
1. to give general spiritual assistance; 
2. to contribute to the formation of the members of the Movement; 
3. to cooperate in the preparation of guidelines and the formation plan; 
4. to represent their respective congregations and to foster the communion of the OLM 

with the whole Orionine Family. 
 
Art. 30 – The General Secretarial Office 
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The Secretarial Office, appointed by the General Unit is made up of at least three 
members, from whom are appointed the Secretary General, the Formator General and the 
Treasurer General.  The two Spiritual Assistants General are also part of it. 
The Secretarial Office has executive and promotional powers, under the authority of the 
Coordinator, in particular: 
1. to help the General Unit in practical matters of communication; 
2. to prepare the annual budget of income and expenditure and the financial accounts to 

be submitted for approval by the General Unit; 
3. to meet frequently with the Coordinator General; 
4. to prepare a three-year formation plan. 
The Secretarial Office has its headquarters at Rome in Via Cavour, 238. 
 
Art. 31 – Secretary General 
 
The duties of the Secretary General are: 
1. to lead the Secretarial Office; 
2. to prepare and send out the minutes of the meetings of the General Unit and the 

Secretarial Office; 
3. to maintain frequent contact with the Coordinator General; 
4. to communicate directly with the National Units and to call for minutes of their various 

activities; 
5. to give information about the OLM activities to the Orionine Family and the relevant 

Church organisations; 
6. to organise and look after the OLM archive. 
 
Art. 32 – Treasurer General 
 
The Treasurer General’s duties are: 
1. to look after the assets of the OLM under the direction of the Coordinator General; 
2. to prepare and present each year the budget and accounts of income and expenditure 

to the Coordinator General for approval; 
3. to present every three years the final balance and budget of the three-year period to 

be submitted to the Assembly of the General Unit for approval. 
 
Art. 33 – Method of arriving at decisions 
 
Decisions which are within the powers of the Units at all levels are to be considered 
approved when, after careful discernment, they have received an absolute majority of 
votes. 
 
Art. 34 – Tenure of office 
 
The posts which are eligible at every Unit level according to this Statute last for three 
years and are renewable. 
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7 – FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
Art. 35 – The OLM does not seek to make profit and provides for the activities defined in 
the Statute by means of contributions and the cooperation of members, assistance, 
offerings, gifts, donations from organisations and private persons for the exclusive use of 
the OLM and the fruits of the running of its own activities. 
Every Unit will seek suitable ways of financing the cost of formation, organisational 
structures and charitable interventions.31 
 
Art. 36 – The capital assets of the Movement are administered by the Units, according to 
the Internal Rules, thus guaranteeing transparency at every level.  Each Unit will give 
account of its administration to the higher authority. 
In the administration of its assets the Association is subject to the vigilance of the 
Superiors General FDP and PSMC, who will examine and guarantee their use only for the 
aims defined in the Statute.32  
 
8 - FINAL NORMS 
 
Art. 37 – The life of the Movement is regulated by the present Statute and by a set 
practical of Rules. 
 
Art. 38 – Winding up and suppression 
 
The winding up of the Association can be proposed by the General Unit, gathered in an 
Assembly, with not less than a two-thirds majority and with the confirmation of the 
Superiors General FDP and PSMC.  The final decision rests with the CIVCSVA.33 
In the case of winding up or suppression, the assets of the Association will be handed over 
in equal parts to the religious congregations FDP and PSMC, without prejudice to acquired 
rights and to the wishes of donors, according to the norms of the canon and civil law.34  
 
Art. 39 – Modifications to the Statute 
 
Any modifications to the present Statute can be decided upon by the General Unit, with a 
consensus of the competent office-holders.  If the Superiors General FDP and PSMC also 
agree, they will be forwarded to the Apostolic See for approval. 
 
Art. 40 – General norm 
 

                                                
31 Cf. Charter of Communion, 26 
32 Cf. Can. 323 
33 Cf. can. 320, § 1. 
34

 Cf. can. 326, §2 
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Whatever matter is not catered for in the present Statute is covered by the Code of Canon 
Law. 


