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The Magisterium of Pope Francis in
an Orione Lay Key

Closeness to the People of God
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Let us see the world through the eyes of Jesus!

Lord, trusting in Divine Providence, open our arms and our hearts to be closer to
all our brothers and sisters, especially the poorest, the sick, without any
distinction of race, age, religion, son-in-law, nationality. Let us give to everyone,
especially to our brothers and sisters who are most in need, suffering and
abandoned, the bread of the body and the divine balm of faith! Amen.

(Prayer adapted from Don Orione's letter of 24.08.1937 to his religious)

2 = Introduction to the
topic starting from
reality

Pope Francis has summoned the Church to live new experiences of faith and concrete missionary
actions, so that she may experience true fidelity to Jesus Christ. It is urgent to meet our brothers
and sisters, to be ever closer to them, to see their needs, to listen to them and to feel their pain in
order to serve them and welcome their human frailties, thus generating new life: "[...]" They don't
have to go; give them food yourselves." (Mt 14:16). (..) "Jesus had an open heart that made the
tragedies of others his own" ... (Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti, 84)

Sadly, even in this century, we live with countless scenes of abandonment in different parts of the

world.
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https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html

Problems that still afflict and threaten humanity today: wars in Europe and the Middle East;
conflicts between nations and ethnic groups in Africa, the situation of thousands of
immigrants, who, when they do not die, camp at the borders, in undignified conditions, waiting
for a welcome, for an outstretched hand; trafficking in human beings for organ trafficking or
prostitution, forced or child labour, lack of care for the elderly...

Following the example of Jesus, the Orione Charismatic Family wishes to join in the synodal
journey proposed by Pope Francis and share with its brothers and sisters the joys, anxieties,
faith and hope in a culture full of closeness.

St. Luigi Orione approached the people, walked with them, offered bread and human warmth
to those he met. This mission is entrusted to us as long as no one feels alienated, hungry or
abandoned!

3 - Reflections in four steps

ﬁ% A —Word of God
ig/.

Texts of Sacred Scripture

When he got out of the boat, he saw a great crowd and felt compassion for them and
healed their sick. As evening fell, the disciples came to him and said, "The place is
deserted, and it is late. dismiss the crowd to go to the villages and buy food." But Jesus
answered, "They don't have to go; Give them something to eat yourselves." They said to
him, "We have but five loaves and two fish." And he said, "Bring them to me." And when
he had commanded the crowd to sit down on the grass, he took the five loaves and the
two fishes, and raising his eyes to heaven, he pronounced the blessing, and broke the
loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples distributed them to the crowd.
They all ate and were filled; and they carried off twelve baskets full of leftover pieces.
Those who had eaten were about five thousand men, not counting the women and
children.

ﬁ B — Voice of the Church
il

Documents of the

The Holy Father Francis, in his address to the Secular Institutes (Lay Associations), said that
God's style is closeness and love for humanity. "It is the Church that goes forth, not distant,
not separated from the world, but immersed in the world and in history to be its salt and
light, the seed of unity, hope and salvation.
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Your particular mission leads you to be among the people, to know and understand what
is going on in the hearts of the men and women of today, to rejoice together and to
suffer together, with the style of closeness, which is God's style: closeness".
Francis emphasized that "this is also the style of God, who showed his closeness and love
to humanity by being born of a woman. It is the mystery of the Incarnation, the origin
of that relationship which makes us brothers and sisters to every creature and which
continually asks to be contemplated, in order to discern and promote that good which
God has pronounced on the various realities and which not even sin, while obscuring it,
has been able to destroy completely."
Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to participants in the meeting organized by the
World Conference of Secular Institutes (CMIS), 25 August 2022
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Don Orione lyrics

"Instaurare omnia in Christo". It is necessary to make man and the people
Christian and to prepare for a Christian and social renewal of humanity. It is
necessary to educate young people more and more to God, to go to the people,
to live life and suffer the sufferings of the people" (In the footsteps of Don

Closeness to the people of God was by the very nature of the life of St. Luigi Orione, an
important element for living his charism. Article 116 of the Constitutions of the Sons of
Divine Providence states that "Don Orione has accustomed us to see and feel Christ in man
and therefore, to always work with zeal, with ardor for the cause of God, of the Church and
of souls". The Orione charism makes our Saint a servant of humanity, a bearer of Christian
values to a people thirsting for spiritual and material goods. And not only in his time, the
charism is still relevant in the Church.

To be close to people, in a fragmented, secularized society, in crisis of faith and diluted in
values, is one of the great challenges for a member of the Orione Charismatic Family. We
are children of a saint who, despite the challenges we face, invites us to love and to give our
lives with the Orione spirit.
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D — Voices of the Orionine Family

FDP

It is a humble religious Congregation, modern in its men and systems, wholly and solely consecrated to
the good of the people and of the people's children, entrusted to Divine Providence.

Born for the poor, in order to achieve its goal it pitches its tents in the working-class centres, and
preferably in the poorest districts and suburbs, on the outskirts of the great industrial cities, and lives,
small and poor, among the small and the poor, fraternizing with the humble workers, comforted by the
blessing of the Church, by the valid support of the authorities and by all those who are spirits open to
the new times with a broad and generous heart. To the people she goes, more than by words, by the
example and holocaust of a life sacrificed with Christ, to the love and salvation of her brothers and
sisters.

While living one faith, despite having one soul and one heart and unity of government, it develops
multiple activities, according to the varied needs of men, whom it meets, adapting itself through the
charity of Christ, to the different ethnic needs of nations. It takes different forms and methods, creates
and nurtures diversity of institutions, making use of itself. in his apostolate, of all the experiences and
suggestions that he draws from the local authorities. Its field is charity, however, it excludes nothing

PSMC

Each PSMC should live its daily service with a missionary heart, making every encounter with the other
an opportunity to bring Christ to souls and souls to Christ as a concrete expression of the living of the
Fourth Vow of Charity. (XIIl GC, Line of Action 7, 3).

"You define yourselves by vocation as a 'Samaritan congregation': and who more than a mother is a

'Samaritan' for her children? He sees, or rather senses, their wounds, stops, heals them and finally lets
them go their way. | exhort you to love in this way, as Saint Luigi Orione did, as mothers in charity. |

bless you from my heart."
(Address of His Holiness Pope Francis to the participants in the General Chapter of the Little
Missionary Sisters of Charity (Don Orione) Vatican, Thursday, 25 May 2023).

ISO

The Orione Secular Institute is a female Institute whose members consecrate themselves to God through
the profession of the evangelical counsels, remaining in the world and making their own the charism of
St. Luigi Orione in order to live it according to the secular and feminine characteristic of their specific
vocation.

In response to their particular vocation, the secular Oriones, already consecrated to God and inserted
into the Mystical Body by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation, make a radical and definitive offering of
themselves, living in the ordinary situations of the world and availing themselves of the profession,
activities, places and circumstances corresponding to their secularity. They commit themselves to living
consecration to God in the world in the context of temporal structures, so as to be leaven of wisdom and
witnesses of grace within cultural, economic and political life. (Message from ISO Director General
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MLO

"The lay people of Orione are called to live their vocation with the commitment to participate
in the threefold dimension of Christ the Priest, Prophet and King. They live the situations of the
contemporary world: "The faithful, and more precisely the laity, find themselves at the most
advanced front in the life of the Church. Through them, the Church is the vital principle of
human society. Therefore, they, and especially they, must always have a clear conviction not
only that they belong to the Church but that they are the Church. (MLO Statute, Art. 11)

"The Orione laity fulfil their vocation in 'seeking the Kingdom of God by dealing with temporal

things and ordering them according to God', being 'bearers of an unshakable faith and trust in
Divine Providence' and 'committing ourselves to social reality to foster the civil and religious
progress of humanity'. This is manifested in the choices of personal and group formation, in
commitment and witness within the ecclesial and civil community. "(MLO Statute, Art. 13)

ISMN

Aware of the new needs that the Church encounters today in the fulfilment of her mission in
the world, we will contribute, under the action of the Holy Spirit, to the evangelical animation
of secular realities fully consecrated to God, acknowledging with admiration the sublime
beauty of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit and bearing joyful witness to his loving welcome
to every human being.

Our whole life cooperates in the mission of the Lord Jesus in its various forms and spheres,
contributing in a particularly profound way to the renewal of the world from within. (CN236)

4 - Dialogue and debate

/ 1. By multiplying those five loaves and two fishes, Jesus

5. Christ asks us today to have faith and trust. If the Lord is at
"' [~ our side, we can do anything: with Him, half a loaf of bread
is more than enough to feed a hungry crowd.

As lay Oriones, what are the loaves and fishes that we
present so that they can be shared with everyone in our daily

lives? J
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(2. Saint Luigi Orione drew near to the people, walked with
them, offered bread and human warmth to those he met.
There are many examples of this closeness "outside the
Sacristy” and inexhaustible are the gestures of generosity
towards the most needy.

Who do | meet? Does this encounter bring me closer to thy

5 = Charismatic hermeneutical updating

Orione actions and attitudes to be carried out in one's own

And we, disciples of Jesus Christ and lay people from Orione, what gestures
do we make to be closer to those in need and how can we show them our

If\\lﬂ)

Leave your land, your world, | need you!
Come, get out of the house, | want to talk to you.
I will bless a great nation. Go and prophesy quickly!
I need your love!

How beautiful, Lord, among the people to hear your voice!
It's very nice to know that you are always walking among us!
| know the anguish of the people: | have heard your cry!
You know, I'm going to set him free: | need you!

You'll denounce all pain and oppression, I'll be with you
| need your love. AMEN!

(Prayer adapted from the song "Preciso de Ti" by Jorge Trevisol).
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