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The Magisterium of Pope Francis in 

an Orione Lay Key 

"Courage and Forward in 

Good" 

An outgoing Church, a missionary 

Church 

 

CARD 

Nº 3 

 

We are here before you, Holy Spirit: we are all gathered in your name.  

Come to us, assist us, descend into our hearts. Teach us what we must do, show 

us the path to follow all together. Do not allow us sinners to be injured in justice, 

do not be led astray by ignorance, do not make us partial human sympathy, 

because we are one in you and in nothing do we depart from the truth. We ask 

this of you, who act in all times and places, in communion with the Father and 

the Son, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer of invocation to the Holy Spirit. Synod 2021-2023. For a Synodal Church: 

Communion, Participation, Mission 

1 - Opening Prayer 

 

2 – Introduction to the 
topic starting from 

reality 

"Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel!" This exhortation of Saint Paul  in the First Letter to the 

Corinthians (1 Cor 9:16) reveals to us, in a broad sense, the Church's first mission: evangelization. 

The Good News of Jesus reveals the saving power of God's deep love for his creatures. 

To evangelize is to give continuity to the mission entrusted to the Apostles by Christ himself (cf. Jn 

20:21)  and, more than two thousand years later, this mission continues to be a challenge; 

evangelizing is more than the teaching of a doctrine, it implies above all the proclamation of Jesus 

with our words and deeds. 

https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/document/common/adsumus/IT-ADSUMUS.pdf
https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/document/common/adsumus/IT-ADSUMUS.pdf
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3 - Reflections in four steps 

A – Word of God 

Texts of Sacred Scripture 

 

 

From the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 10:1-9) 

Gloria a Te, from Signore. 

After this, the Lord appointed seventy-two other disciples and sent them two by two 

ahead of him to every city and place where he was about to go. He said to them, "The 

harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to 

send out labourers for his harvest. Go, behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst 

of wolves; Don't carry a bag, bag, or sandals, and don't say hello to anyone along the way. 

Whatever house you enter, first say: Peace be with this house. 

As spiritual sons and daughters of St. Luigi Orione, we are impelled to live the joy of being of 

Christ and of the Church and to have the courage to fulfill our vocation as baptized people, 

proclaiming the love of God and the motherhood of the Church. Courage is an important 

element in evangelizing action, and the truth of Jesus' love does not imprison or paralyze us, 

on the contrary, it gives us the lightness to accept and live the freedom guaranteed by God 

himself. 

"Witness to the truth does not intend to impose anything by force, nor by 

coercive action, nor by artifice contrary to the Gospel. The exercise of 

charity itself is gratuitous. Love and witness to the truth aim to convince 

above all with the power of the word of God (cf. 1 Cor 2:3-5; 1 Thess 2:3-

5)[53]. The Christian mission lies in the power of the Holy Spirit and of the 

truth itself proclaimed."  

(Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. Doctrinal Note on Some 

Aspects of Evangelization. No. 12. 2007.) 

Thus, as Catholic Christians and lay people from Orione, attentive to the needs of humanity 

in this historical time when paradigm shifts are urgent, let us listen to the request of Mother 

Church and courageously undertake this mission to bring Jesus where His presence, mercy 

and salvation are claimed. 

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20071203_nota-evangelizzazione_it.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20071203_nota-evangelizzazione_it.html
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B – Voice of the Church 

Documents of the 

Magisterium 

 

 

"Let us go out, let us go out and offer the life of Jesus Christ to all. I repeat here for the 

whole Church what I have said many times to the priests and laity of Buenos Aires: I prefer 

a Church that is bumpy, wounded and dirty because it has gone out into the streets, rather 

than a Church that is sick because of its closure and the comfort of clinging to its own 

securities. I don't want a Church that is preoccupied with being the center and that ends up 

locked up in a tangle of obsessions and procedures. If there is anything that should disturb 

us and worry our conscience, it is that so many of our brothers and sisters live without the 

strength, light and consolation of friendship with Jesus Christ, without a community of faith 

that welcomes them, without a horizon of meaning and life. More than the fear of making 

mistakes, I hope that we are moved by the fear of shutting ourselves up in structures that 

give us false protection, in norms that turn us into implacable judges, in habits in which we 

feel at ease, while outside there is a hungry multitude and Jesus repeats to us incessantly: 

"You yourselves give them something to eat" (Mk 6:37). (EG 49) 

If there is a child of peace, your peace will come upon him, otherwise he will return to 

you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they have, for the laborer is worthy of 

his wages. Do not go from house to house. When you enter a city and they welcome you, 

eat what is set before you, heal the sick who are there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of 

God has drawn near to you.' 

- Word of the Lord.  

- Lode to Te, O Christ. 

In the Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (EG), Pope Francis invites us to be 

witnesses to the mission of Christ and the Church, revealed to us in all of Sacred 

Scripture.  

As lay Oriones we must feel impelled to "come out of the sacristy", going out to 

meet our most distant brothers and sisters as signs of Christ's presence in the 

world. 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
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C – Our Founder 

Don Orione lyrics 

 

 

D – Voices of the Orionine Family 

 
 

St. Luigi Orione, although he lived in the twentieth century, defended many principles that 

today align perfectly with the idea of an "outgoing Church", promoted by Pope Francis. For the 

Pontiff, the Church must be an open and moving community, which goes out of itself to bring 

love and the message of the Gospel to all, especially to the most needy. In our Founder, his life 

and teachings already reflected these principles of openness, service, charity and 

evangelization, which are essential for an active Church committed to the spiritual and 

material well-being of humanity. 

An enlightened spirit of enterprise is needed, if certain works are not done; Yours becomes a 

stasis, it is no longer the life of the apostolate, but it is slow death or fossilization. Onward, then!  

It will not be possible to do everything in one day, but one must not die either at home or in the 

sacristy: outside the sacristy!  

Never lose sight of either the church or the sacristy, indeed the heart must be there, life where 

the Host is; But, with due caution, you must throw yourself into a job that is no longer just what 

you do in church. 

Away with all pusillanimity, under which laziness and smallness of soul are sometimes hidden. 

Pusillanimity is contrary to the spirit of our institute, which is bold and magnanimous. 

Excerpt from a letter sent to the confreres in Brazil on 12/12/1930. 

St. Luigi Orione, with his popular and daring apostolicity, passionately lived his priesthood 

around the Pope and the poor and thus prepared us for an extremely active apostolate to 

make Christ and the Church present among the people.  

As  the Orione Lay Movement, we are called to be sensitive to the pain of the world, always 

with an empathetic and supportive heart, supported like the Samaritan, touching the 

wound, seeing Christ in the other. Let's see what our Statutes say about our 

vocation/mission. 

https://www.donorione-genova.it/don-orione-brano-lettera-inviata-%e2%80%a8ai-confratelli-brasile/
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4 – Dialogue and debate 

 

Art. 11 – The lay people of Orione are called to live their vocation with the commitment to 

participate in the threefold dimension of Christ the Priest, Prophet and King. They live the 

situations of the contemporary world: "The faithful, and more precisely the laity, find 

themselves at the most advanced front in the life of the Church. Through them, the Church is 

the vital principle of human society. Therefore, they, and especially they, must always have a 

clear conviction not only that they belong to the Church but that they are the Church." They 

respond to the call to holiness in their state of life through personal prayer, the lived Word of 

God, the sacraments and Christ's service to the poor: "We must be holy, but make ourselves 

such saints that our holiness does not belong only to the worship of the faithful, nor is it only 

in the Church, but transcends and throws into society so much splendor of light,  so much life 

of love for God and men, to be, more than the saints of the Church, the saints of the people 

and of social health."  

Statute of the Public Association of the Lay Faithful "Movimento Laicale Orionino". 2017 

1) How do you live  the "clear conviction not only of belonging 

to the Church, but of being Church" (cf. Art. 11 - Statutes of 

the MLO), especially in this synodal time? 

2) As a Church, have you been a sign of Christ's presence in the 

world, evangelizing in word and deed? 

Personal Reflection 

3) At what point do you need courage in your evangelizing 

mission? Where did you look for it? 

https://www.mlo.donorione.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/STATUTO-MLO_approvazione-definitiva_it.pdf
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5 – Charismatic hermeneutical updating 

Orione actions and attitudes to be carried out in one's own 

reality 

All Christians are called to holiness. Christians linked to the charismatic movements of 

the great saints are called to be light in the world. We need to light up the world. It is 

necessary to be yeast in the dough. Nowadays, it is very risky to be a prophet, because 

it is necessary to enter into the current realities. The courage of our Saint, who opened 

the doors to modernists, workers, the disabled and women, reveals that, by maintaining 

Christian and ecclesial fidelity, he was able to go to the existential peripheries of his time. 

We are invited to fraternize with the human groups of our times marked by exclusion 

and prejudice. Pope Francis opens the doors of the Church to all peoples, even if many 

of his cardinals and fundamentalist movements oppose him and deprecate his 

pontificate. We are Orionini, faithful of the Church and servants of the people. It is urgent 

that our preaching be legitimized by our testimonies, because people are tired of so 

many beautiful words that are not embodied in reality. It is necessary to be Don Orione 

in the Church of our times, which awaits the work of our hands to make the Kingdom of 

God fruitful in the history of peoples. 

After sharing the individual reflections, summarize these reflections with 

motivating words about being an "outgoing" Church. These words can be 

written on a poster in the meeting room so that they are remembered at every 

meeting or they can be turned into "virtual cards" to be sent sporadically via 

Whatsapp or email and can be shared with other local groups in their territory, 

fueling courage in search of the good... Creativity is the limit! 

Group Reflection 
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6 – Final Prayer 

 

Lord 

The priest Luigi Orione, inflamed by 

your love, evangelized the poor by 

uniting them to your Church through 

works of charity, certain that Christ is 

the only true light.  

Give us, Lord, the same courage to 

faithfully carry out our duty as 

Church not to hide this light, but to 

make it shine! 

May Christ the Good Shepherd grant 

us the joy of serving him in the poor 

like Saint Luigi Orione, and may the 

Holy Spirit make us firm in faith and 

charity, to be one heart and one soul 

in the Church and in Christ.  

Amen. 

 

Our Father... Hail Mary... Glory be to the 

Father... 


